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It is our pleasure to present to you this new issue of JASAL Journal which, following the 
opening keynote of the 2021 JASAL Conference, is dedicated to the topic of Spaces.  

After several months of non or very partial use, the physical Learning Spaces are concentrating 
new stakes and perspectives in a context of a post-pandemic recomposition of the learning 
territories. Territories whose traditional boundaries have indeed unprecedentedly been shaken 
and blurred by the implementation of ERT (Emergency Remote Teaching). These changes, 
furthermore, have induced significant mindset shifting among the students, the faculties, and the 
stakeholders, which made the hypothesis of sustainable Hybrid and HyFlex configurations, 
articulated with a synchronous / asynchronous balance of activities, more acceptable and more 
likely than ever in the middle and the long-term.  

If these perspectives undeniably challenge the very reason for physical Learning Spaces, they 
might also represent the best opportunity they ever faced to overcome the experimental step 
several of them were stuck until then, and to finally be fully integrated into academic strategies. 
In the configurations we forecast, sustainable remote activities should indeed be balanced by 
value-added face-to-face ones, which could especially be translated to collaborative activities 
equally involving analog and digital resources. Led in autonomy or with the faculties, these 
activities would rely on physical spaces presenting specific features, affordances, and learning 
assistance services, and a deeper articulation with online environments and interactions.  

SALCs, by nature, are directly impacted by these dynamics that we decided to address in three 
parts in this issue, through a collection of research papers, discussions of practices, and 
conference reports.  

The first part, covering the lessons learned from the COVID era, begins with Lavolette, who 
discusses in her research paper the fundamental matter of the communication the language 
spaces such as SALCs have implemented about their innovative practices during the pandemic. 
Likewise, Horai presents a practice discussion of the promotion of SALC usage, through 
modification of orientation and PR activities. Finally, in their coverage of the JASAL Forum at 
JALT2021, Taylor, Thornton, Wongsarnpigoon, and Vye present the lessons learned from the 
pandemic through a positive angle presented as serendipity, which especially highlights the new 
discoveries and beneficial practices which might otherwise have not come about.  

The questions of physical and functional design of the SALCs are then discussed in two practice 
papers. Taylor and Nagao present their experience at Gifu Shotoku Gakuen University 
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regarding key design features, including the inspiring quotes adhered to the walls with 
accompanying video supports intending to guide and shape the learners’ mindsets and learning 
behaviours. Hayashi, Nehlah, Young, and Wolanski, on their side, discuss the extension of 
face-to-face and online services offered by a SALC as use of innovative Learning Space.  

As a third part, this issue addresses pedagogic approaches, first through two research papers. 
Mori and Nakayama present an original way to learn autonomously outside the traditional 
classroom, and Garnica and Mislang are examining perceptions of Japanese university students 
towards engaging with non-native English speakers. In his practice discussion, finally, 
Remmerswaal provides an insight into lateral use of Minecraft, as a SALC synchronous / 
asynchronous and face-to-face / remote tool.  

This issue ends with the traditional coverage of conferences, with Imamura who provides an 
overview of the JASAL Annual Conference held in November 2021, and Tsuchiya who offers 
us her reading of the JASAL Student Conference 2021.  

This Issue 

• Lessons Learned From the COVID Era  

Lavolette: How are Language Spaces Communicating About Their Innovative Practices 
During the Pandemic? 

Horai: ニューノーマルにおける SALCプロモーションとその効果 [Promoting SALC 
Usage in the Pandemic Context] 

Taylor, Thornton, Wongsarnpigoon, and Vye: Report on the JASAL Forum at JALT2021. 
Serendipities in Self-Access Learning: Positives From the Pandemic  

• Physical and Functional Design of Spaces 

Taylor and Nagao: A Space That Speaks to Students and Supports Their Learning: A 
Description of a Language Learning Space Which Incorporates Text and Video Into the 
Design 

Hayashi, Nehlah, Young, and Wolanski: Supporting Multilingual Exchange Within a Self-
Access Learning Center Environment: Utilizing Innovate Space to Expand Services  

• Pedagogic Approaches 

Mori and Nakayama: ガイドライン教室の外に学習環境を作る-ポップカルチャーの
ファンの ケーススタディ [Making a Learning Environment Beyond the Language 
Classroom: A Language Learning History of Japanese Pop Culture Fan]  
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Garnica and Mislang: Student Perceptions of Interactions With Non-Native English Student 
Interns at a Japanese University’s Multipurpose English Center  

Remmerswaal: Minecraft in a Self-Access Language Learning Center 

• Conference Reports  

Imamura: 日本自律学習(JASAL)年次学会 2021レビュー [JASAL 2021 Annual 
Conference Review] 

Tsuchiya: JASAL Student Conference 2021: A Review and Reflection. 

 


